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RECENT ACTIONS RELATING TO THE 'INTRODUCTION OF US GROUND EC ROES 

have tended 'to create am impression of eagerness in some quarters to 

DEPLOY FORCES -INTO SVN WHICH IN FIND DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. I 
SHOULD THINK THAT FOR BOTH MILITARY AND POLITICAL REASONS WE SHOULD 
ALL BE MOST RELUCTANT TO TIE DOWN ARMY/MARINE UNITS IN THIS COUNTRY 
AND WOULD DO SO ONLY AFTER THE PRESENTATION OF THE MOST CONVINCING 
EVIDENCE OF THE NECESSITY. 

BEFORE THE MARINES HAD BEEN INTRODUCED IN THE DaNaNG-PHU 3aI 
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THERE REMAIN THREE ARGUMENTS FOR 'FURTHER REINFORCEMENTS : CD 
THE NEED TO DO ESSENTIAL MILITARY TASKS WHICH SVN FO ROES ARE UNABLE 
TO DO; (2) THE NEED TO DO ESSENTIAL MILITARY TASKS FASTER THAN r 
THE GVM FORCES, UNASSISTED, ARE A3L& TO DO; AND (3) THE DESIRA- -i 

BILITY OF MAKING PROVISION FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE CRISES 'AND CONTIN- 
•GENCIES, SINGLY’ OR IN COMBINATION, THESE ARGUMENTS COULD BE 
ADDUCED TO JUSTIFY ALMOST UNLIMITED ADDITIONAL DEPLOYMENTS OF US 
FORCES IF SUCH DEPLOYMENTS DID NOT RAISE COUNTER-ARGUMENTS WHICH. 
SOONER OR LATER OUTWEIGH THE THREE POINTS FOR THE AFFIRMATIVE. 

THE MOUNTING NUMBER OF FOREIGN TROOPS HaY Sa? THE G’VN INITIATIVE. 
AND TURN A DEFENSE OF THE GVN HOMELAND INTO WHaT APPEARS A FOREIGN 
WAR. THE INCREASING PRESENCE OF MORE AMERICANS WILL GIVE PEKING 
GROUNDS TO PRESS MILITARY REINFORCEMENTS ON HANOI. FRICTION’S WILL 
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©OW BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE AND THEIR WHITE ALLIES; IT WILL 3EC0M 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO STEER US AND GVN POLICY ON PARALLEL LIN 
CFN GVN DRV SVN NO Cl) C2> Co) 
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THE NET EFFECT MAY BE NOT AN EXPEDTI 
3UT ITS RETARDATION. 


OF VICTORY 


I MENTION THESE COUNTERVAILING FACTORS TO MAKE THE POINT THAT IT 
IS Far FROM an unmitigated ADVANTAGE TO BRING IN MORE US FORCES. 

A CONSIDERaT ION OF. THE DISADVANTAGES CONVINCES ME THAT, WHILE 
LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS SHOULD 3E MADE NOW TO 3E ABLE TO RECEIVE 
ADDITIONAL FORCES, THE FORCIS THEMSELVES SHOULD 3E HELD OUTSIDE 
OF SVN JUST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE AND UNTIL THEIR NEED IS UNCON- 
TROVERTIBLE. FROM A PURELY MILITARY POINT OF VIEW, IT IS ESSENTIALLY 
WASTEFUL OF THE SPECIALIZED MOB LITY OF MARINES AND AIRBORNE. TROOPS 
TO COMMIT THEM 'PREMATURELY TO RESTRICTED .LAND AREAS. POLITICALLY, 

IT IS UNDESIRABLE TO SEEK AUTHORITY FOR' THEIR INTRODUCTION UNTIL 
A CLEAR AND SPECIFIC NEED EXISTS WHICH ASSURES THEM AN UNRESERVED 
WELCOME FROM THEIR GVN HOSTS, TAYLOR* ' . 

ST- •• ’ ;* •: 

CFN NOT SVN GVN / .. . . ■ ■ 
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